The Restoration of Naomi and Ruth
“ 1  In the days when the judges ruled,[a] there was a famine in the land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 2The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there.3  Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4  They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5  both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband .” (Ruth 1:1-5)
This is a good introduction to the story of the family of Elimelek; truly they faced famine while they were in Bethlehem and they decided to leave Bethlehem and went to Moab, but God did not tell them to leave that place but it was their own decision.  For that very reason the Lord did not bless their decision and the situation end up with many calamities; death, yoked and married with non believers, barrenness and isolation. That what had happened to them and the final things that they reached had forced Naomi to take the decision to go back to Bethlehem especially when Naomi heard that God had come to bless His people, “When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah.” (Ruth 1:6-7) They took the right decision to go back and live where God wanted them to live. Naomi told her two daughters in law to go back because there is no hope in going along with her, “Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her.” When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with  her,  she  stopped  urging  her.  So  the  two  women  went  on  until  they  came  to Bethlehem.”
Now as those two women repented and they went to the place that God wanted them to go, the Lord had prepared to them the atmosphere to be fully restored and got delivered from the calamities that had happened to them. God when he is restoring people who  are repented from their sins He already has His good plan for them to be fulfilled. But we need to work with God and help those people to be fully restored to receive the plan of God and be blessed as we are blessed.

1- Be willing to help and share: “1  Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a man of standing from the clan of Elimelek, whose name was Boaz.  2  And  Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 3  So she went out, entered a field and began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek.” (Ruth 2:1-3) Here we found Boaz helped this family to survive; he employed Ruth and allowed her to work in his field. That was the source of living for both women, Ruth and Naomi. Our work is God’s blessings in our lives to survive, settle and receive the full blessings of God. So we need to help people who are repented and want to go back to God and to do His will. As much as we can to provide a source of living to them, a part time job, sharing with them an opportunity of work, etc; in this way we are working with God who wants to help those people through us.


2- Be willing to be kind and show concern and willingness to protect them and preserve them: “8   So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 9  Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.” (Ruth 2:8-9) We can see here the good attitude of Boaz, he welcomed the widow and showed her kindness and interest to protect her when he said to her

‘Don’t go and glean in another field and don’t go away from here. Stay here with  the women who work for me.’ We need to have the same concern for such a kind of people. God wants us to help them; they cannot see the grace of God in clear way and we need to help them to see that well by the way we interact with them. Thus what Ruth said to Boaz: “May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.” (Ruth 2:12) Worthy also to remember that whatever we are providing and giving, we will be rewarded by the Lord for that.

3- Willing to be generous with them: “As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, “Let her gather among the sheaves and don’t reprimand her. Even pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.” 17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed the barley she had gathered, and it amounted to about an ephah. She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gave her what she had left over after she had eaten enough.” (Ruth 2:15-18) Part of what God had given to us we will share and refresh those whom God brought back to  Himself. It needs much of the fruit of the Holy Spirit to do all that for God, and always remembering the Word of God that says: “For we
are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.” (1 Corinthians 3:9)
4- Willingness to do God’s will in full: Boaz was the kinsman redeemer for Ruth being one of her relative from Elimelek side. There was a low in Israel is to marry the widow and to redeem the land, that was part of God’s plan of restoration to those who would be afflicted with death, calamity and widowhood. Indeed Boaz accepted to do God’s will by buying the land of Elimelek family and was willing to marry the widow. And that is as we read here, “Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family or from his hometown. Today you are witnesses!” (Ruth 4:9-10)
My Dear and Beloved: Boaz what he did was God’s will and God’s plan to restore a family who had suffered calamity and the Lord rewarded him for his kindful acts. Ruth got pregnant with a boy who was named him Obed; he was the father of Jesse, the father of David. And from David our Lord Jesus Christ came. Boaz worked with God in restoring people back to God, including family restoration, material blessings and  spiritual restoration. God wants you at this time to be willing to work with him. Jesus took our sins and died for us on the cross to restore us, and God call us today to do the same; pass it to others as we agree to pray.

My Prayer: Father God I thank you for your Son the Lord Jesus Christ who died on the cross for my sins to give me eternal life. Lord take away all my selfishness, I am willing to work with you today and to share all what you gave me for your kingdom cause to restore people back to you and to the blessings that you had ordained for them, this all I ask and pray in Jesus name Amen.
